TAMIKA AND TOBY

Tamika and Toby is the magical story of a young black girl from Liverpool (Tamika) who, together with a white homeless man from London (Toby), travels to a land where juggling is considered to be the most elevated and important activity known to man.  

Tamika has come down from Liverpool to London to stay with her father, who left his wife and family to live with another woman.  Tamika is angry with her father, and has doubts about staying with him at all.  She is also having trouble finding the street where he lives.  She tells the audience that there is another reason for her being in London.

We see a short scene from the night before.  Tamika’s mother is attempting to teach Tamika how to cook the Jamaican dish of Ackee and Saltfish.  However, Tamika is more interested in talking about Jamaica.  When Tamika asks why she doesn’t visit Jamaica more often, her mother tells her that she cannot afford the flight back home.  

Back in London, Tamika tells the audience that she wants to find the money to finance her mother’s trip to Jamaica.  She naively assumes that she will be able to somehow get the money from adults.

When asking for directions to her father’s street, Tamika gets talking to Toby who is juggling on the pavement.  Tamika tells him about her father, and about her wish to pay for her mother to visit Jamaica.  Toby tells her that if she is intending to find the money in the capital, there is not much to spare.  Together they wonder what it would be like to live in a place that is free from the worries and constraints of the modern day world, where the only thing that matters is juggling.  As Toby juggles faster and faster, the scenery begins to change around them, and they find that they have indeed arrived in a parallel world.

Juggling balls appear to be growing on the trees, and pedestrians juggle as they walk the streets.  A policeman asks to inspect Toby’s balls and declares them to be a little warn around the seams.  The policeman then tries to explain the intricate rules of when one should and shouldn’t juggle, both in and out of doors.

On the policeman’s recommendation, Tamika and Toby pay a visit to Antonia, who is the King’s cook.  Antonia has an extremely poor memory.  Not only has she forgotten to buy all the ingredients for the dish is making for the King, she confesses that she cannot always remember her own name.

Tamika and Toby offer to buy the ingredients for her, and, in the shop, discover that purchases are made by juggling.  The more expensive the item is, the more throws and catches are required from the customer.  Tamika declares this to be a fantastic system, but the shop keeper says that it is not so wonderful for everybody.  He tells a cautionary tale about an old man who dropped all of his eggs on the way out of the shop, as by law he was required to juggle them.

